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Providing Access to Water for Families in Niger
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April 9, 2007
Summary
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The Republic of Niger is one of the world’s most poverty-stricken countries.  A landlocked, resource-poor nation, Niger’s economy relies on subsistence agriculture and livestock herding.  The 2005 food crisis that left many starved and destitute was triggered by drought and locust invasion.  At its peak, 32,000 children were severely malnourished.  Now, ongoing food shortages and arid climate continue to threaten survival.  

Background
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The number of functional water points throughout the Sahel region of Niger is generally limited to one well serving the demand of several small villages. During the long dry season, both pastoralists and agro-pastoralists in Azawagh, Niger have to travel great distances to share scarce water resources. To improve access to potable water, Relief International rehabilitates ancestral wells across the Sahel. 

Increasing Access to Water

Relief International has rehabilitated four ancestral deep wells and created two further shallow wells in the Azawagh region to increase communities’ access to essential water resources. 

In addition, Relief International is currently constructing shallow garden wells for the use by agro-pastoral communities - to diversify their crops. Moreover, through a cash-for-work scheme, locals are hired to create “demi-lunes,” or half-moon terraces, which are used to regenerate degraded pasture (see photos to the right).  Essentially, terraces are dug so when the rains come, water settles in the inner edge and encourages grass growth. 
Methodology
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RI involves local communities at every stage: preliminary planning, construction and implementation, and managing the projects. With this level of involvement within local communities, RI and its local NGO partner, Masnat, are building and rehabilitating wells in the region using local contractors and government experts to create greater access to clean water, thereby ensuring that money and skills remain in the local community.
By using simple technology and local expertise, RI empowers communities to be responsible for the regular maintenance and servicing of their new water and sanitation facilities.












